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Washmgton DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. ^ 1 .56 and in aecordanee with 37 C.F.R. 1 »7-l .98. intbnnation 
relating to the above-identitied applieation is hereby diselosed. Inelusion ot information in this 
Statement is not to be eonstrued as an admission that this infomiation is material as that terni is 
defined in 37 CA M. 1.56(b). 

^ In accordance w ith 1 »7(h ). since this Informalion Disclosure Statemeni is being 

fded either within three months of the filing date of the abo\e-identified 
applieation. within three months of the date c^f entry into the national stage of the 
aho\ e identified application as set forth in i:^ 1 .4^1 . hetbre the mailing date of a 
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In accordance with >^i.l2v(a), this infomiaiion Disclosure Statenicnl is neiiiu 



filed in connection with Dthc first or □ second After Final Submission, 
therefore: 

□ CY^rtification in Accordance with ><1 »7(e) is attached: or 

□ The tee of S180.00 as set forth in ^ 1 . 1 7(p) is attached. 

□ In accordance with § 1 .97(c), this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed 

after the period set forth in i:? 1 .97(b) above but before the maihng date of either 
a Final Action under § 1 . 11 3 or a Notice of Allowance under §1.311, or before an 
action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, therefore: 



□ In accordance with § 1 .97(d), this Information Disclosure Statement is being tiled 

after the mailing date of either a Final Action under §1.113 or a Notice of 
Allowance under §1.311 but before, or simultaneously with, the payinent of the 
Issue Fee, therefore included are: Certification in Accordance with § 1 .97(e); and 
the submission fee of $180.00 as set forth in §1 .17(p). 

□ Copies of each of the references listed on the attached Fonn PTO-1449 are 
enclosed herewith. 

^ C "opics of references listed on the attached Form P F( )- 1 449 are enclosed herew ith 
hXC t:P 1 rilA 1: 



□ 



Certification in Accordance with § 1.97(e) is attached; or 



□ 



The fee of S180.00 as set forth in §1.17(p) is attached. 



In \ ie\\ of the \ oluminous nature of references AR, AZ, CC\ DG, DQ, 



E\ and FZ. and the likelihood that these references are a\ ailable to the 
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n In accordance \\ iih >j i -vS(d ). copies of the ibilou inu references listed on 

the attached fonn PTO- 1 44^> are not enclosed herewith because they were 
pre\ iously cited by or submitted to the l^S. Patent and Trademark Office 
in patent apphcation(s) for which a claim for priority under 35 
L'.S.C.i:^12() have been made in the instant application: 

^ Copies of references AA-CC, GD listed on the attached Fomi PTO- 1 449 

w ere previously cited by or submitted to the Patent and Trademark Office 
in prior application Serial No. 08/141,892Jiled October 26, 1993; copies 
of references CD-CS, GE-GK, GQ listed on the attached Fonn PTO- 
144M were previously cited by or submitted to the Patent and Trademark 
Office in prior application Serial No. 08/305,056, filed September 13, 
1994; copies of references CT-DD, GL-GN listed on the attached Form 
PTO- 1449 were previously cited by or submitted to the Patent and 
Trademark Office m prior application Serial No. 08/635,930, filed April 
26, 1996; copies of references DE-DJ, DO-EC, GO-GP, GR-GT and 
GW-HF listed on the attached Form PTO- 1449 were previously cited by 
or submitted to the Patent and Trademark Office in prior application 
Serial No. 08/467,920. filed June 6, 1995; copies of references DK-DL, 
GU-GV listed on the attached Fonn PTO- 1449 were previously cited by 
or submitted to the Patent and Trademark Office in prior application 
Serial No. 08/583,447. filed January 5, 1996; copies of references DM- 
ON listed on the attached Form P r()-1449 were prc\iousl\ cited b\ or 
Nubmntcd to the Patent and Trademark Otficc m prior application Serial 
No. 09/193,997, tiled November 17, 1998; copies of references ED-E\V, 
HG-H\' listed on the attached Form PTO- 1449 w ere previously cited by 
av submitted to the Patent and trademark Office in prior application 
Serial No. 09/263,477. filed May 5, 1999: copies (^f references E\-E\. 
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